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addition will take up about as much more. Should a season of
prayer surprise them at a meal, they may postpone it till they
have finished. The muezzins remind them of this duty in a loud
voice from a tower of the mosques, which has obtained the
name of S^U* minaret, a light bearer, from its similarity in its
proportions to a candlestick. They intermix several times the
Creed and the praises of God; admonishing Moslems in the morn-
ing that prayer is better than sleep, and making a longer address
twice in the night, when he calls the few who are so disposed to
an act of voluntary devotion. At the last he enlarges in com-
mendation of the prophet, the seal of God's apostles, and
invoking a blessing upon his family, specifying by name his
grandson. In Egypt this call ends with a blessing on Abu
Faraj Sheikh of the Arabs, and are all the favourites of God.
This local saint, who is buried in the Delta, has the reputa-
tion of obtaining the divine favour for those who visit his tomb,
and seek his intercession. A nazir, or warden, presides over
each mosque, and is trustee of the property, and pays the
Imams, for no money is collected for the purpose from the
worshippers. They are no more than hired servants, who
may be dismissed by the warden, when, with their salary,
they lose their name. Their payment being scarcely sixpence
a-day, they engage in trade, or as schoolmasters, and many of
them recite the Koran for hire in private houses. They are
generally chosen out of the poor students. The service of each
house of prayer is the same, only the choice of the additional
chapter is free, and each ends with a salutation, on the right
hand and on the left, to the guardian angels.

The five prayers must be repeated afterwards, if the believer
is unavoidably prevented at the proper hours. Travellers and
the sick are allowed, when it is requisite, to shorten them.

We learn, from the Traditions, that a religious tone pervaded
the whole life of Mohammed. He was, in his conversation,
continually referring to the ancient prophets, and speaking of
the revelations made to himself. Much of his time was en-
grossed by acts of devotion; and it was one of his frequent
sayings, that the worst of thieves is he who steals from his